
Campaign Sign Regulations per Jurisdiction  

Belmont – Staff Contact: Alex Robinson 704-901-2066 

Campaign and election signs are permitted provided that: 

a) Each sign shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area. 

b) All such signs may be erected no sooner than sixty (60) days in advance of the election for which they 

were made. 

c) All such signs shall be removed within seven (7) days after the election for which they were made. 

d) No sign shall be placed in any right-of-way, on any telephone pole or street sign, or on any public 

property.   

 

Bessemer City – Staff Contact: Jeffrey Kirchner 704-629-5542 

Political signs shall be allowed if the following conditions are met: 

1. If placed within the street right-of-way: 

a. Sign area shall not exceed five (5) square feet; 

b. Sign height shall not exceed thirty-six (36) inches above the street level surface nearest to 

said sign; provided however, if said sign is located within twelve (12) feet of the point of 

intersection of the edges of pavement of two (2) intersection streets, no such sign shall 

exceed thirty (30) inches in height above said street level.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

the administrator shall remove any such sign or group of signs that he deems to be an 

obstruction to the safe vision of motorists. 

c. Such signs shall not be put up more than thirty (30) days prior to Election Day and must be 

removed within ten (10) days following Election Day; provided however, signs of candidates 

in a runoff election may remain up until ten (10) days after said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall be placed over any curb, street surface or sidewalk; or on any utility pole, 

government sign or signpost, bridge, tree, rock, fence, or guardrail; nor within fifteen (15) 

feet of any fire hydrant. 

e. The tenant or other person entitled to the possession of the property fronting along the 

street right-of-way on which such sign is placed may remove such sign at any time. 

f. Such signs shall not be placed on right-of-way fronting public facilities (e.g., government 

office or operations center, post office, public park, public cemetery, courthouse, public 

safety station, public library, public museum, public school, etc.) except on election day 

where said public facility is a polling place and placed in accordance with the rules of the 

Gaston County Board of Elections. 

2. If placed on private property, outside the street right-of way; 

a. Sign are shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

b. Sign height shall not exceed ten (10) feet or two and one-half (2.5) times the vertical 

dimension of the sign face, whichever is less. 

c. Such signs shall be removed within ten (10) days following Election Day; provided however, 

signs of candidates in a runoff election may remain up until ten (10) days after said runoff 

election. 

d. No such sign shall obstruct the safe vision of motorists. 

e. Irrespective of location, no campaign or election sign shall be lighted or luminous, nor shall 

it have any flashing lights or moving or windblown parts.   



 

 

Cherryville – Staff Contact: Richard Elam 704-435-1705 

Political Signs shall be allowed if the following conditions are met: 

1. If placed within the street right-of-way: 

a. Each sign shall not exceed five (5) square feet in area. 

b. Sign height shall not exceed thirty (30) inches above the street level surface nearest to said sign; 

provided, however, if said sign is located within twelve (12) feet of the point of intersection of the edges 

of pavement of two intersecting streets, no such sign shall exceed thirty (30) inches in height above said 

street level.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Zoning Administrator shall remove any such sign or 

group of signs that he deems to be an obstruction to the safe vision of motorists.   

c. Such signs shall not be put up more than thirty (30) days prior to Election Day and must be removed 

within seven (7) days following Election Day; provided, however, signs of candidates in a runoff election 

may remain up until seven (7) days following said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall be placed over any curb, street surface, or sidewalk; or utility pole, government sign 

or signpost, bridge, tree, rock, fence or guardrail, or within fifteen (15) feet of any fire hydrant.   

e. The tenant or other person entitled to possession of the property fronting along the street right-of-way 

on which such sign is placed may remove such sign at any time.   

f. Such signs shall not be placed on right-of-way fronting public facilities (e.g. government office or 

operations center, post office, public park, public cemetery, courthouse, public safety station, public 

library, public museum, public school, etc.) except on Election Day where said public facility is a polling 

place and are placed in accordance with the rules of the Board of Elections. 

g. Such signs shall not be placed in the B-1 (Central Business) District. 

2. If placed on private property, outside the street right-of-way: 

a. Sign are shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

b. Sign height shall not exceed ten (10) feet or 2.5 times the vertical dimension of the sign face, whichever 

is less. 

c. No such sign shall obstruct the safe vision of motorists.   

d. No campaign or election sign shall be lighted or luminous, nor shall it have any flashing lights or moving 

or windblown parts.   

e. No campaign or election sign shall be placed on public property, outside the street right-of-way except 

at polling places on Election Day in accordance with the rules of the Board of Elections.   

f. Any campaign or election sign not be erected in accordance with these rules shall be subject to removal 

by the Zoning Administrator. 

 
 
Cramerton – Staff Contact: Steve Baucom 704-824-4337 
Political Signs shall be allowed if the following conditions are met: 

1. If placed within the street right-of-way: 

a. Each sign shall not exceed five (5) square feet. 

b. Sign height shall not exceed thirty (36) inches above the street level surface nearest to said sign; 

provided, however, if said sign is located within twelve (12) feet of the point of intersection of the edges 

of pavement of two intersecting streets, no such sign shall exceed thirty (30) inches in height above said 

street level.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Zoning Administrator shall remove any such sign or 

group of signs that he deems to be an obstruction to the safe vision of motorists.   



c. Such signs shall not be put up more than thirty (30) days prior to Election Day and must be removed 

within seven (10) days following Election Day; provided, however, signs of candidates in a runoff 

election may remain up until seven (5) days following said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall be placed over any curb, street surface, or sidewalk; or utility pole, government sign 

or signpost, bridge, tree, rock, fence or guardrail, or within fifteen (15) feet of any fire hydrant.   

e. The tenant or other person entitled to possession of the property fronting along the street right-of-way 

on which such sign is placed may remove such sign at any time.   

f. Such signs shall not be placed on right-of-way fronting public facilities (e.g. government office or 

operations center, post office, public park, public cemetery, courthouse, public safety station, public 

library, public museum, public school, etc.) except on Election Day where said public facility is a polling 

place and are placed in accordance with the rules of the Board of Elections. 

2. If placed on private property, outside the street right-of-way: 

a. Sign are shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

b. Sign height shall not exceed ten (10) feet or 2.5 times the vertical dimension of the sign face, whichever 

is less. 

c. Such signs shall be removed within ten (10) days following election day; provided, however, signs of 

candidates in a runoff election may remain up until ten (10) days following said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall obstruct the safe vision of motorists.   

3. No campaign or election sign shall be lighted or luminous, nor shall it have any flashing lights or moving or 

windblown parts.   

4. No campaign or election sign shall be placed on public property, outside the street right-of-way except at polling 

places on Election Day in accordance with the rules of the Board of Elections.   

5. Any campaign or election sign not be erected in accordance with these rules shall be subject to removal by the 

Zoning Administrator. 

 
 
Dallas  - Staff Contact: David Kahler 704-922-3176 
Campaign, Political and Election signs are permitted provided that:  

a) No sign shall be placed in any right-of-way, on any utility pole or street sign, or on any public property. 

b) All such signs shall not be placed at a height or in a manner that would interfere or obstruct the sight distance of 

a motorist, pedestrian or bicyclist. 

c) Each sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet. 

d) All such signs must be removed within ten (10) day following Election Day, provided that signs of candidates in a 

run-off election may remain up until ten (10) days after the run-off election. 

e) No such sign shall be lighted or luminous, nor shall it have any flashing lights as described in Section 1-V-3. 

f) No sign shall be at the designated polling places except on the day of the election.  These signs shall not 

penetrate the ground and must be removed at the close of the polls. 

g) No such sign may be placed on private property without the permission of the owner.  The property owner upon 

whose land the signed are placed will be responsible for any violations. 

 

 

Gastonia – Staff Contact: Drew Pearson 704-866-6746 

Political Signs shall be allowed if the following conditions are met: 

1. If placed within the street right-of-way: 

a. Sign area shall not exceed six (6) square feet; 



b. Sign height shall not exceed thirty-six (36) inches above the street level surface nearest to said sign; 

provided however, if said sign is located within twelve (12) feet of the point of intersection of the edge 

of pavement of two (2) intersection streets, no such sign shall exceed thirty (30) inches in height above 

said street level.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Administrator shall remove any such sign or group 

of signs that he deems to be an obstruction to the safe vision of motorists.   

c. Such signs shall not be put up more than thirty (30) days prior to the beginning date of “one-stop” early 

voting and must be removed within ten (10) days following Election Day; provided however, signs of 

candidates in a runoff election may remain up until ten (10) days after said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall be placed over any curb, street surface or sidewalk; or on any utility pole, government 

sign or signpost, bridge, tree, rock, fence, or guardrail; or within fifteen (15) feet of any fire hydrant.   

e. The tenant or other person entitled to possession of the property fronting along the street right-of-way 

on which such sign is placed may remove such sign at any time.   

f. Such signs shall not be placed on right-of-way fronting public facilities (e.g., government office or 

operations center, post office, Public Park, public cemetery, courthouse, public safety station, public 

library, public museum, public school, etc.) except on Election Day where said public facility is a polling 

place and placed in accordance with the rules of the Gaston County Board of Elections. 

g. The permittee must obtain the permission of any property owner of a residence, business or religious 

institution fronting the right-of-way where a sign would be erected.  Signs must be in accordance with 

the following. 

i. No sign shall be permitted in the right-of-way of a fully controlled access highway. 

ii. No sign shall be closer than three (3) feet from the edge of a pavement of the road. 

iii. No sign shall obscure motorist visibility at an intersection. 

2. If placed on private property, outside the street right-of-way; 

a. Sign area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

b. Sign height shall not exceed ten (10) feet or two and one-half (2.5) times the vertical dimension of the 

sign face, whichever is less. 

c. Such signs shall be removed within ten (10) days following Election Day; provided however, signs of 

candidates in a runoff election may remain up until ten (10) days after said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall obstruct the safe vision of motorists. 

e. Irrespective of location, no campaign or election sign shall be lighted or luminous, nor shall it have any 

flashing lights or moving or windblown parts. 

3. No campaign or election sign shall be placed on public property outside the street right-of-way, except at polling 

places on Election Day in accordance with the rules of the board of election. 

4. Signs not erected in accordance with these rules shall be subject to removal by the administrator. 

 

 

Lowell – Staff Contact: Martine Vaca 704-824-3518 

Political Signs shall be allowed if the following conditions are met: 

1. If placed within the street right-of-way: 

a. Sign area shall not exceed five (5) square feet; 

b. Sign height shall not exceed thirty-six (36) inches above the street level surface nearest to said sign; 

provided however, if said sign is located within twelve (12) feet of the point of intersection of the edge 

of pavement of two (2) intersection streets, no such sign shall exceed thirty (30) inches in height above 

said street level.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Administrator shall remove any such sign or group 

of signs that he deems to be an obstruction to the safe vision of motorists.   



c. Such signs shall not be put up more than thirty (30) days prior to Election Day and must be removed 

within ten (10) days following Election Day; provided however, signs of candidates in a runoff election 

may remain up until ten (10) days after said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall be placed over any curb, street surface or sidewalk; or on any utility pole, government 

sign or signpost, bridge, tree, rock, fence, or guardrail; or within fifteen (15) feet of any fire hydrant.   

e. The tenant or other person entitled to possession of the property fronting along the street right-of-way 

on which such sign is placed may remove such sign at any time.   

f. Such signs shall not be placed on right-of-way fronting public facilities (e.g., government office or 

operations center, post office, Public Park, public cemetery, courthouse, public safety station, public 

library, public museum, public school, etc.) except on Election Day where said public facility is a polling 

place and placed in accordance with the rules of the Gaston County Board of Elections. 

2. If placed on private property, outside the street right-of-way; 

a. Sign area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

b. Sign height shall not exceed ten (10) feet or two and one-half (2.5) times the vertical dimension of the 

sign face, whichever is less. 

c. Such signs shall be removed within ten (10) days following Election Day; provided however, signs of 

candidates in a runoff election may remain up until ten (10) days after said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall obstruct the safe vision of motorists. 

e. Irrespective of location, no campaign or election sign shall be lighted or luminous, nor shall it have any 

flashing lights or moving or windblown parts. 

 

 

McAdenville – Staff Contact: Crystal Bridges 704-824-3190 

Campaign and election signs do not require a permit provided that: 

a) All such signs shall be located outside of a road right-of-way. 

b) Each sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area. 

c) All such signs shall be removed within seven (7) days after the event for which they were made. 

d) Property owner shall be held responsible for violations. 

 

 

Mount Holly – Staff Contact: Jonathan Wilson 704-951-3014 

Campaign and Election Signs do not require a permit provided that: 

a) Each sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area. 

b) All such signs may be erected no sooner forty-five (45) days prior to the election for which they were 

made. 

c) The property owner upon whose land the sign is placed shall give express permission for the placement 

of said signs and will be held responsible for violations. 

d) Political signs may be located in the right-of-way so long as they are at least five (5) feet from the road’s 

edge.  However, political signs located within the right-of-way may not be placed within any site triangle 

nor exceed four (4) square feet in area. 

 

 

Ranlo – Staff Contact: Tim Anderson 704-824-3461 



1. It shall be lawful to post or affix printed or graphic materials upon public right-of-way in the town after 

September 30, preceding a national, state, or local elections or referendum to be held in town, when 

materials relate to the candidate or candidates seeking election or the political issues being voted upon. 

2. Rights-of-way are defined as those areas between the road and the back of a utility pole, street sign, 

sidewalks; whichever is further, but no less than five (5) feet from the pavement edge.   

3. Sign placement is subject to the following restrictions: 

a. No signs shall be placed in medians or landscaped areas. 

b. No signs shall be attached to utility poles or traffic control signs. 

c. No signs shall be placed within fifteen (15) feet, of, or obscuring from view, any fire hydrant. 

d. All signs larger than six (6) square feet must be placed outside of the sight triangle of an 

intersection.  A sight triangle is defined as that area formed by measuring twenty (20) feet back from 

an intersection in both directions, and then connected by straight line. 

e. Signs that have fallen due to weather or other conditions must be repaired or removed. 

f. All signs placed in rights-of-way prior to October 1 will be removed. 

g. All signs must be removed by November 17. 

h. Because signs imply endorsement, any resident or business shall have the right to remove any and 

all signs placed in the rights-of-way of their respective premises. 

i. At no time shall signs be placed on rights-of way fronting public facilities (e.g., government offices or 

operations center, post office, public parks, public safety stations, public schools, etc.), except the 

night before election day after 7 p.m. and where said public facility is a polling place, and such sign is 

placed in accordance with the rules of the Board of Elections. 

j. Signs placed on private property, outside of rights-of-way, may be placed anywhere and anytime as 

long as the sign does not obstruct the safe vision of motorists and is removed by November 17. 

 

 

Stanley – Staff Contact: Heath Jenkins 704-263-4779 

1. Campaign and Election signs are considered temporary and permitted provided that: 

a) Each sign shall not exceed 24 square feet in total area. 

b) All such signs shall be erected no sooner than 30 days prior to the election and removed within 7 

days after the election for which they were made. 

c) The party responsible for erecting the sign shall be held responsible for violations. 

The following temporary signs are permitted: unlighted on premise portable signs, banners, balloons, and windblown 

signs such as pennants, spinners, flags and streamers.  No such sign (with the exception of balloons) shall be greater 

than 24 square feet in total area and will be limited to one sign per address.  Signs must be located outside of the street 

right-of-way.  No temporary signs shall be placed on or hung from a roof or gutter.   

2. Removal of temporary signs. 

a. Removal of temporary signs shall first be the responsibility of the entity that placed the sign and 

secondarily the responsibility of the property owner on whose property the temporary sign is 

placed. 

b. Temporary signs in violation of this section may be ordered to be removed or removed by the 

Town Manager, but nothing in this section shall create a legal obligation on the part of the town 

to remove any temporary signs. 



c. Temporary signs not removed within 24 hours notice of violation may be removed by the Town 

Manager or his designee, and the cost of removal shall be billed to the applicant, payable within 

30 days of receipt. 

 

 

Gaston County – Staff Contact: Laura Hamilton 704-866-3075 

Political signs shall be allowed if the following conditions are met: 

1. If placed within the street right-of-way: 

a. Sign area shall not exceed five square feet; 

b. Sign height shall not exceed 36 inches above the street level surface nearest to said sign; 

provided however, if said sign is located within 12 feet of the point of intersection of the edges 

of pavement of two intersection streets, no such sign shall exceed 30 inches in height above said 

street level.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the administrator shall remove any such sign or 

group of signs that he deems to be an obstruction to the safe vision of motorists. 

c. Such signs shall not be put up more than 30 days prior to Election Day and must be removed 

within ten days following Election Day; provided however, signs of candidates in a runoff 

election may remain up until ten days after said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall be placed over any curb, street surface or sidewalk; or on any utility pole, 

government sign or signpost, bridge, tree, rock, fence, or guardrail; or within 15 feet of any fire 

hydrant. 

e. The tenant or other person entitled to the possession of the property fronting along the street 

right-of-way on which such sign is placed may remove such sign at any time. 

f. Such signs shall not be placed on right-of-way fronting public facilities (e.g., government office 

or operations center, post office, public park, public cemetery, courthouse, public safety station, 

public library, public museum, public school, etc.) except on election day where said public 

facility is a polling place and placed in accordance with the rules of the Gaston County Board of 

Elections. 

2. If placed on private property, outside the street right-of-way: 

a.  Sign area shall not exceed 32 square feet. 

b. Sign height shall not exceed ten feet or two and one-half times the vertical dimension of the sign 

face, whichever is less. 

c. Such signs shall be removed within ten days following Election Day; provided however, signs of 

candidates in a runoff election may remain up until ten days after said runoff election. 

d. No such sign shall obstruct the vision of motorists. 

e. Irrespective of location, no campaign or election sign shall be lighted or luminous, nor shall it 

have any flashing lights or moving or windblown parts.   

 

 

NCGS 136-32. Regulation of signs. – NCDOT Contact for Gaston County: PO Box 47 Shelby, NC 28151-0047 

a. Commercial Signs. – No unauthorized person shall erect or maintain upon any highway any warning or 
direction sign, marker, signal or light or imitation of any official sign, marker, signal or light erected 
under the provisions of G.S. 136-30, except in cases of emergency. No person shall erect or maintain 
upon any highway any traffic or highway sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial or political 
advertising, except as provided in subsections (b) through (e) of this section: Provided, nothing in this 
section shall be construed to prohibit the erection or maintenance of signs, markers, or signals bearing 



thereon the name of an organization authorized to erect the same by the Department of Transportation 
or by any local authority referred to in G.S. 136-31. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of 
this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The Department of Transportation may remove any 
signs erected without authority or allowed to remain beyond the deadline established in subsection (b) 
of this section. 

b. Compliant Political Signs Permitted. – During the period beginning on the 30th day before the beginning 
date of "one-stop" early voting under G.S. 163-227.2 and ending on the 10th day after the primary or 
election day, persons may place political signs in the right-of-way of the State highway system as 
provided in this section. Signs must be placed in compliance with subsection (d) of this section and must 
be removed by the end of the period prescribed in this subsection. 

c. Definition. – For purposes of this section, "political sign" means any sign that advocates for political 
action. The term does not include a commercial sign. 

d. Sign Placement. – The permittee must obtain the permission of any property owner of a residence, 
business, or religious institution fronting the right-of-way where a sign would be erected. Signs must be 
placed in accordance with the following: 

1. No sign shall be permitted in the right-of-way of a fully controlled access highway. 
2. No sign shall be closer than three feet from the edge of the pavement of the road. 
3. No sign shall obscure motorist visibility at an intersection. 
4. No sign shall be higher than 42 inches above the edge of the pavement of the road. 
5. No sign shall be larger than 864 square inches. 
6. No sign shall obscure or replace another sign. 

e. Penalties for Unlawful Removal of Signs. –  It is a Class 3 misdemeanor for a person to steal, deface, 
vandalize, or unlawfully remove a political sign that is lawfully placed under this section. 

f. Application Within Municipalities. – Pursuant to Article 8 of Chapter 160A of the General Statutes, a city 
may by ordinance prohibit or regulate the placement of political signs on rights-of-way of streets located 
within the corporate limits of a municipality and maintained by the municipality. In the absence of an 
ordinance prohibiting or regulating the placement of political signs on the rights-of-way of streets 
located within a municipality and maintained by the municipality, the provisions of subsections (b) 
through (e) of this section shall apply.  (1921, c. 2, s. 9(b); C.S., s. 3846(r); 1927, c. 148, ss. 56, 58; 1933, 
c. 172, s. 17; 1957, c. 65, s. 11; 1973, c. 507, s. 5; 1977, c. 464, s. 7.1; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1030, s. 
39; 1993, c. 539, s. 981; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2011-408, s. 1.) 

 


