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Garden Parkway


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening and welcome to the Gaston East-West Connector Study workshop and this brief slide presentation.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Gaston East-West Connector is proposed to be a new highway connecting Interstate‑85 west of Gastonia to Interstate‑485 near the Charlotte-Douglas International Airport.  There are three main reasons for the project.
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A g Turmpike Authority 2. Study History

STUDY HISTORY

Early 1990s — Need for a new road identified by local
officials and named the Garden Parkway

2001 — NC Dept. of Transportation began studies for the
Gaston East-West Connector (a part of the Garden
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slideshow provides information about past, present and future activities for the Gaston East-West Connector study:

Past activities include previous workshops, adoption of this project as a candidate toll road, and the evaluation of preliminary project alternatives.

Present activities include identification of the alternatives to be studied in detail in the draft environmental impact statement.

Future activities include a thorough evaluation of the potential impacts of each of the detailed study alternatives.  Each alternative will be evaluated as a toll road and as a free road.  A summary of the detailed designs and results of the evaluations will be documented in the draft environmental impact statement.

Information about tonight’s workshop and how you can participate in the planning process will be presented at the end of this slideshow. 
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Lack of Connections
Between Gaston and
Mecklenburg Counties

No
crossings
south of
US 29/74 in
North
Carolina
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Few continuous N S g
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In southern Gaston
County



Presenter
Presentation Notes
South of Interstate-85, southern Gaston County has few continuous east-west roadways, making travel through this area inconvenient.     

Travel between southern Gaston County and Mecklenburg County is mainly along Interstate-85 and US 29-74.  There are no crossings of the Catawba River in North Carolina south of US 29-74. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The high volumes of existing traffic along Interstate-85 and US 29-74 delay east-west travel in and through Gaston County.  These traffic volumes are projected to increase substantially during the next twenty-five years.
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Environmental
Policy Act
(NEPA)
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Environmental Impact Studies

Range of Reasonable Alternatives

Adverse and Beneficial Impacts
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Coordination with GUAMPO

Extend Hudson Boulevard to
Linwood Road at Gaston E-W
Connector
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Environmental Study Process Steps

Verify Purpose and Need

Determine Detailed Study Alternatives
Perform Detailed Studies

Prepare Draft Environmental Impact

Citizen and Agency Coordination Occurs Throughout Process
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Wetlands and Streams
Water Quality
Endangered Species
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Natural Resources Field Visit

13 attendees participated in

the two-day trip in
December 2007
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Project Timeline

Financial Feasibility Study for Tolls October 2006

Citizens Informational Workshops July/August 2008


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about when a corridor can be preserved and by whom.  NCTA cannot preserve a corridor.  Also discuss funding since talk in legislature is focused on TriEx and Monroe.  When could Gaston get funds? 
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Example Highway Rights of Way Inside
1,400-foot Wide Study Corridor

1,400-foot
wide study
corridor

Right of Way for the highway will average 350 feet wide

(except at interchanges)
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Example Engineering Design

Corridor

Right of
Way for
Highway
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Western Portions of Study Area

Source: Gaston and Mecklenburg
Counbes GIS, ADC Map
Books (Gaston and
Mecklenburg Co.), and
Field Reviews.

Map Printed On 4-17-08,
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Central Portions of Study Area

Source: Gaston and Mecklenburg
ntes GIS, ADC Map

Books (Gaston and

Mecklenburg Co ), and

Fleld Reviews

Map Printed On 4-17-08,
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Eastern Portions of Study Area

") Scurce: Gaston and Mecklenburg
Counbes GIS, ADC Map
Books (Gaston and
Meckienburg Co ), and
Fleld Reviews.

Map Printed On 4-17-08,
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Recent Accomplishments

 Traffic Forecasting and Analysis

* Preliminary Designs & Hydraulic Studies
« Concurrence Point 2a (Bridging Decisions)
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Next Steps

* Air and Noise Studies

« Community Impact Analysis

* |ndirect and Cumulative Effects
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Continued Public Input

« Comments/Questions accepted at any time
 CRAFT Participation (August 2007)

e Community Meeting with Garrison Road
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Operations

tag traffic
reader

Operations
o Toll Technology Selection

- Tags & Readers
- E-Z Pass

The E-ZPass Process traffic
L E2001 HowStulfWorks information display
’
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Tolling System

* Need consistent system throughout state

* Must keep traffic moving ALWAYS
« System should work for all customers



A g Turmpike Authority 8. Operations
Important Advances In
Toll Technology

No Stopping to Pay Tolls

Cameras I

Transponders



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “old” concept of toll roads is in conflict with “new” reality
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The North Carolina
Toll Road Experience}
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Questions?

Turnpike Authority

P' NORTH CAROLINA

Contact Information
Project Website:  www.ncturnpike.org

Project Email: gaston@ncturnpike.org
Project Hotline: 1-800-475-6402


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The North Carolina Turnpike Authority is authorized to study, develop, construct, operate, and maintain up to nine toll roads in the state. By law, the North Carolina Turnpike Authority is prohibited from studying existing roads.  The Gaston East-West Connector is one of these candidate toll roads. 


	 �Garden Parkway ��Gaston County and Municipal Planners�May 27, 2008��STIP Project # U-3321
	Agenda
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	STUDY HISTORY
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Environmental Impact Studies
	Coordination with GUAMPO
	Environmental Study Process Steps
	Detailed Studies - Examples
	Natural Resources Field Visit
	Slide Number 17
	Project Timeline
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Western Portions of Study Area
	Central Portions of Study Area
	Eastern Portions of Study Area
	Slide Number 26
	Recent Accomplishments
	Next Steps
	Continued Public Input
	Slide Number 30
	Operations
	Tolling System
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35

