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Purpose and Acknowledgement

The purpose of the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) is to raise the
standards for development in Gaston County by working with the municipalities
to draft an ordinance that promotes more quality, uniformity, and consistency in
development standards. To streamline and make the development process more
understandable and “user- friendly”, the UDO combines and integrates all the
land use ordinances for Gaston County into one document to include: Zoning,
Subdivision, Manufactured Home Park, Watershed Water Supply, and Flood
Damage Prevention. It includes in the Appendix the Street Numbering and Road
Naming Ordinance. There may be other ordinances that are applicable to a
development proposal that are not part of this document. The UDO through
more specific provisions addresses general development requirements such as,
but not limited to land use/zoning of property; design of commercial buildings;
parking and circulation design; landscaping and open space designations;
allowed signage; subdivision and residential development design; water quality
protection; construction concerning flood plains; and the layout of manufactured
home parks, etc. The Board of County Commissioners and County Planning
Board recognize that the UDO is a dynamic product and will have to be modified
from time to time to be in line with changing economic conditions and land
development patterns. The UDO was developed using the following Guiding
Principles and Desired Outcomes:

= Consistent with goals and objectives of Gaston County Comprehensive
Plan addressing problems of sprawl patterns of land use;

= Develop procedures and standards that safeguard Gaston County from
undesirable development;

= Develop design guidelines that promote livable communities, not exclusive
ones;

= Create a UDO that is readable and functional across jurisdictions;

= Streamline the land use approval process; and;

= Update elected officials on the progress of the UDO as it is being written.
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Purpose and Acknowledgment (continued)

The UDO was proposed and authorized at the direction of the Gaston County Board
of Commission with recommendations from the County Planning Board with drafting
conducted by the Steering Committee, and Planning and Development Services
Staff. Those organizations and individuals involved are listed respectively:

Board of County Commission

Mickey Price, Chair
Pearl Burris Floyd, Vice Chair
Tom Keigher
Jack Brown
Joe Carpenter
John Torbett
Allen Fraley

Martha Jordan, Clerk to Commission

County Management

Jan Winters County Manager
Phil Ponder, Assistant County Manager
Charles Moore, County Attorney
Samuel C. Shames, Assistant County Attorney

County Planning Board

L. E. Alford, Chair
Jerry Campbell, Vice Chair
Frank Ellington
Phil Coyle
Bill Craig
C.E. “Spike” Stevens
Betty Walker
Larry Hurlocker
Rev. Frank Milton
Kenneth Lutz

o

Council of Govemments

Technical Assistance was provided by:

Steering Committee

Jerry Campbell
Jim Stewart
Bob Clay
Jerry Fleeman
Jack Kiser, City of Gastonia
Michelle Nance, City of Gastonia
Hank Graham, Gaston Urban Area MPO
Greg Beal, City of Mount Holly
Steve Baucom, Town of Cramerton
Kevin Krouse, City of Bessemer City
Richard Elam, City of Cherryville
Chuck Webb, Town of Ranlo
Ben Blackburn, Town of Lowell
David Kahler, Town of Dallas
Barry Webb, City of Belmont
Elson Baldwin, City of Belmont
Robert Greback, Town of Stanley
Beth Usery, Town of High Shoals
Sheila Shepherd, Town of McAdenville
Kris Spivey, Gaston County Schools
Willie King, Jr., Gaston County
Ronald Smith, Gaston County
David Williams, Gaston County
Danny Garrett, Gaston County
Larry Hurlocker, Gaston County

Gaston County Planning and
Development Services Staff

David L. Williams, Director
Willie King, Jr. Senior Planner
Ronald Smith, Land Use Administrator
Laura Hamilton, Land Use Officer
Patrick Armstrong, Senior Environmental Planner
Jena Koone, Planning GIS Manager
Sarah Carpenter, Planning GIS Specialist
Juan Garcia, Planning GIS Data Analyst
William Dean, Land Use Officer
Tony Dye, Land Use Officer

Enhancing the Past while creating our Future through Wise Planning, Responsible Funding, Thoughtful Building and
Growing Together. Gaston County Comprehensive Plan Mission Statement.



