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Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) presented a Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to Gaston County, North
Carolina, for its Annual Budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019. In order to receive this award, a governmental unit must publish a budget document that
meets program criteria as a policy document, as a financial plan, as an operations guide, and as a communications device.

This award is valid for a period of one year only. We believe our current budget continues to conform to program requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA to
determine its eligibility for another award.
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Reader’s Guide

Welcome!
Gaston County thanks you for your
interest in your local government and
encourages you to use this document
to expand your knowledge about
Gaston County. Included on the
following pages are descriptions of
County departments, the services they
provide, and how much it costs to
provide those services. This document
is intended to be informative and
answer various questions the reader
may have about Gaston County
government.

What’s in Here?
After County Manager’s Transmittal
Letter and Executive Summary,
beginning on page 10, this document
is divided into the following sections:

Budget Summary

This section begins with an info-
graphic summarizing the Financial
Year 2022 (FY22) Adopted Budget,
including changes made between the
Manager’s Recommended Budget and
the Adopted Budget. A copy of the
Manager’s Recommended Budget can
be found online. Summaries of the
total budget, revenues, expenditures,
capital projects, debt obligations, and
positions follow.

Esquire Hotel in Gastonia, NC
Overview

This section opens with a description of the budget preparation and amendment processes and FY22
budget calendar. This outlines the planning processes, budget procedures, and official actions that led to
the adoption of FY22 budget. Following the budget calendar are the Board of Commissioners’ (BOC)
priorities and the County’s organizational chart. These are followed by descriptions of the County’s fund
accounting structure.

The remainder of the section focuses on the County’s financials, both past and future, including a
description of fund balance types and projected fund balance schedules, a financial condition analysis
and outlook, and a General Fund forecasting model.
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